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Welcome to Igniting Future Pathways!
We’ll begin shortly. 
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Igniting Future Pathways: 
Bringing Careers to Life with FREE, 

Real-World Learning

Justin Karkow 

VP, Teaching & Learning
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When you were 5…

What did you REALLY 
want to be when you 
grew up?
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Today’s Agenda
1. Career Activator

2. STEM Career Coalition Immersion

3. STEM Challenge Exploration

4. Curriculum Remix!
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Your Mission:
Be a CONNECTOR!
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Driving Question:
What barriers prevent students (and adults) from 
seeing themselves in STEM or other future 
careers?
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Problems Worth Solving.

(2025, April 4). Education insights 2024-2025. Discovery Education. 
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(2025, April 4). Education insights 2024-2025. Discovery Education. 

What the research says:
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The STEM Careers 
Coalition
Inspiring the Future STEM Workforce
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Where would this connection fit in a/your classroom?







STEM 
Challenge 

Exploration
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1. What careers are represented?
2. What skills are needed?
3. What subject areas connect to this work?

Place each connection you make on its own sticky 
note, and place on the Connection Board.

Your mission: Be a Connector





Curriculum Remix 
Challenge
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Curriculum Remix Challenge

Step 1: Choose a lesson 
you already teach:

Step 2: Answer:

What career naturally 
connects?

 

Which STEM Careers 
Coalition resource could 
support it? 

How could students interact 
with professionals or 
authentic problems?

Step 3: Create a      
3-minute "career 
connection" experience.

Example
Current Lesson: Ecosystems 
Career Connection: Environmental Scientist 
Resource: Virtual Field Trip 
Student Task: Analyze environmental data from a real ecosystem.

STEMCareersCoalition.org

Name__________________
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DENSI 2026: Powering Progress

Move teaching forward | Practical, classroom-ready strategies educators can use 
right away to support student engagement, innovation, and growth.

Strengthen your impact with Discovery Education | Learn new ways to use DE tools 
more deeply, creatively, and confidently to amplify teaching and learning.

Connect with educators who get it | Join a passionate, supportive community of 
educators to share ideas, spark inspiration, and learn together - no travel required.

Stay ahead of what’s next in education | Explore timely topics shaping today’s 
classrooms, with guidance from trusted voices and experienced practitioners.

Join educators from across the country for hands-on learning, inspiring conversations, and practical strategies you can 
take straight back to your classroom.  

July 14 & 15, 2026 | 10:00 – 3:00 PM ET

Register at the QR code or link below:
https://bit.ly/4xzcBOE



29 Copyright © 2026 Discovery Education. All rights reserved. Discovery Education, Inc. Privileged and Confidential.



30 Copyright © 2026 Discovery Education. All rights reserved. Discovery Education, Inc. Privileged and Confidential.

Thank you!
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