
 

 

 
NBA and WNBA Game Changers: Financial Literacy 
 
Overview 
This guide will help students connect with themes and topics from the NBA and WNBA Gamechangers: 
Financial Literacy video, such as what it means to have good money habits and reflecting on their goals 
for the future. Within the three sections, students will expand their thinking about financial literacy by 
surveying their peers and analyzing the data, reflecting on what financial literacy means to them, and 
considering how they can apply what they’ve learned in a quick writing exercise. 
 
Did You Know?  

• Financial literacy is the knowledge needed to make responsible financial decisions, including 
budgeting, saving, and investing.  
 

• On March 9, 2004 Senate Resolution 316 was passed designating April 2004 as “Financial 
Literacy Month.” Senator Daniel Akaka [HI] sponsored the bill, which resolved to raise public 
awareness about the importance of financial education in the United States and the serious 
consequences associated with a lack of understanding about personal finances. 
 

• A better understanding of Financial Literacy has played an integral role in giving people financial 
freedom and helping them maintain a better quality of life. Being literate about finances isn't just 
about understanding where your own money goes. It’s also about exploring and keeping up with 
the changing financial condition of your community, nation, and world.  

 
Digging Deeper 
As students learn in the video, financial literacy plays an important role in enabling us to achieve our 
goals and to help us make smart decisions about what we earn. To gain a better understanding of what 
students already know about financial literacy, distribute copies of the “Financial Literacy Perspectives” 
handout. 

Read through the directions together and explain that the class will be using the handout to survey their 
peers on their understanding of financial literacy and financial goal setting.  

Once students have surveyed their peers and gathered feedback, encourage them to share the data they 
collected. Help students capture the results in a central location to analyze their peers’ understanding of 
financial literacy. Encourage the class to share new questions they have, observations they made, or 
opportunities they see to expand awareness of the importance of financial literacy.  

Students may use their analysis to help their peers learn more about financial literacy in fun and engaging 
ways. You might consider asking students to:   
 

• Create a podcast answering questions students have. 
• Make a video about the importance of financial literacy. 
• Pick a genre and create a song. 
• Create financial literacy trivia questions to share with other classes. 



                                              
 

 

As students complete their project, consider expanding the audience to include other classes or your 
school’s administration to find new ways to share student learning and creativity about the topic.  
 
Reflection Questions 
You can use the reflection questions below with the lens of Financial Literacy to consider your classroom 
and instructional practices. Then, help students explore and reflect on these themes within their own lives. 
 
For The Educator: 

• What opportunities am I providing students to learn more about financial literacy? How can I 
provide more? 

• How can I make real-life connections between the content I teach and the topics related to 
financial literacy? 

• How can I encourage more conversations about financial literacy in my classroom? 

 
For The Student:  

• Do I discuss topics related to financial literacy with my family? 
• Do I know my options for what to do with money I earn or receive as a gift? 
• What is one question that I have about earning, saving, or spending money? 
• Am I saving money? How? What might be one change I could make now to help in the future? 

 

Quick Write 
Think about a long-term or short-term goal that you have. What are some ways that you can make smart 
financial decisions to achieve this goal? How could you start right now?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                              
 

 

Financial Literacy Perspectives 
Directions: This survey has been created to help you gain a better understanding of your peers’ 
knowledge and views related to financial literacy. After reading the questions below, create two additional 
questions to ask your peers. Then distribute the survey to as many peers as possible! 
 
 
1. On a scale of 0 (not important) to 10 (extremely important), how important do you think it is to be 

financially literate and knowledgeable about concepts related to your personal finances? 

0           1           2           3          4           5           6           7           8           9           10 

2. On a scale of 0 to 10, how financially literate do you believe you are? 

0           1           2           3          4           5           6           7           8           9           10 

3. Have you ever talked to your family members about financial literacy topics like spending, saving, 
or investing? 

Yes          No 

4. Do you earn money? If so, do you have a plan for saving or spending? 
Yes          Sometimes          No 

5. What financial topics would you like to learn more about? Check all that apply. 
__ Checking and savings accounts 
__ Credit cards 
__ Budgeting 
__ Saving 
__ Debt 
__ Investing 
__ Other: _______________________ 

 
6. As you get older, what goals might be most important to you? 

___ Paying for college ___ Renting or buying a home   ___ Becoming financially independent 
___ Getting a job  ___ Saving for retirement           ___Other: ______________________ 
 

7. Do you have a spending or savings goal(s) you are currently working towards? 
Yes          No 

8. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 


